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» refraciory peviods-

Absolute refractory period

* A period of time at which a
membrane cannot generate a
new action potential @ven when:
there is a large or a small
stimulus.

* This period starts after the
threshold ta the end of first third
of falling(repolarization) phase.

* no new action potential can be
generated because the sodium
channels are already in the
opened state in this period, so a
stimulus would NOT change
anything.
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Relative refractory period

* A period of time at which a

membrane cannot generate a
new action potentialwhen there

is 2 small stimulus

8UT If there is a large
stimulus(suprathreshold), a new

action potential would be

generated.

This period starts after the

Absolute refractory period and

ends when the resting
is

The sodium channels are in the
closed and incapable of opening
stage but a strong
stimulus(suprathreshold) may
activate these channels.

2) Open (activated) 5) Closedlean:i not
capable of opening

(inactivated)
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