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Face
Face Boundaries : 

• Superiorly : The hair line. 

• Inferiorly : Lower borders of chin and the mandible.

• On each side : Auricle. 

The forehead is common to the face and scalp. 
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Layers of the face 

1- Skin of the Face 

Ø It is very vascular, bleeds profusely and heals rapidly.

Ø It is lax, elastic and receive insertions of the facial muscles.

Ø It rich in sebaceous and sweet gland so it is one of the most sites for 

acne 
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Skin tension lines
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2-Superficial Fascia : contains :

• Facial muscles

• Vessels and nerves

• Small amount of fat.

3- Deep Fascia :

• Is absent from most of the face (to allow facial expressions) EXCEPT 

Ø Around the parotid gland (enveloped in a capsule of deep fascia) 

Ø Over the buccinators  (covered by buccopharyngeal fascia).
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Muscles of the Face
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ØThe muscles of the face are embedded in the 

superficial fascia.

ØIt arise from the bones of the facial bony skull 

and are inserted into the skin 

Ø They are innervated by the facial nerve

 They have two main functions :

- They act as sphincters and dilators around 

the openings of face

- They produce facial expressions and help in 

speaking . 
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Modiolus of the face :

- It is a fibromuscular mass, lying 1.25 cm from the angle of the mouth. 

- It provides attachment for many muscles of the face.      
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I. Three large muscles 
1. Orbicularis Occuli
2. Orbicularis Oris 
3. Buccinators 
II. Many small muscles such as
1. Levator labii superioris
2. Zygomaticus minor
3. Zygomaticus major
4. Levator anguli oris
5. Risorius
6. Depressor anguli oris
7. Depressor labii inferioris
8. Mentalis
9. Platysma

DR.AHMED SALMAN



DR.AHMED SALMAN



1-Orbicularis Occuli
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Attachment 

1- Orbital part : 

Produce complete ring 

around the orbit 

It extends from medial 

palpebral ligament to 

medial palpebral ligament.

2- Palpebral part : from 

medial palpebral ligament 

to lateral palpebral raphe.

3-Lacrimal part : lies 

behind the lacrimal sac 
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Action :

 1-Orbital part :It closes to the eye tightly (as in exposure to strong 

light) 

2-Palpebral part : closes to the eye gently (blinking reflex )

3-Lacrimal part : widens the lacrimal sac to increase flow of tears
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2-Orbicularis Oris Muscle
It encircles the mouth 

Origin :

arise from maxilla , mandibule and modiolus.

Insertion :

Subcutaneous tissue of the lips 
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Action : 

 Compresses the lips together (closes the vestibule of the mouth)
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Pterygomandibular raphe :  It is a ligament which is attached to 

 superiorly: to the pterygoid hamulus of the medial pterygoid plate 

 inferiorly: to the posterior end of the mylohyoid line of the mandible

Pterygoid hamulus Mylohyoid line 
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3- Buccinators 
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Origin : 

 Upper fibers: from the maxilla opposite the molar teeth 

Lower fibers : from mandible opposite the molar teeth 

Middle fibers : from pterygomandibular raphe 

Insertion :

Upper fibers:  pass straight to the upper lip 

Lower fibers : pass straight to the lower lip

Middle fibers :  decussate at the modiolus before passing to the lips. 
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Buccinator Muscle action

 Compresses the cheeks and lips against the teeth 

(prevents accumulation of food in the vestibule)
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Nerve supply of the face
Ø Sensory nerve supply 

The skin of the face is supplied by trigeminal nerve (5th Cranial nerve) 

The Trigeminal nerve (5Th cranial nerve) is divided into 3 divisions 

1- Ophthalmic (V1)

2- Maxillary (V2)

3- Mandibular (V3)  

 The skin of the face is divided into 3 main zones 

 (Upper middle, lower) which are supplied by VI, V2, V3 divisions of the 

trigeminal N.

ØThe motor nerve supply 

 The muscles of the face are supplied by Facial nerve (7Th cranial 

nerve)
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Sensory nerve supply of the face
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Sensory nerve supply of the face
Trigeminal nerve

I.Ophthalmic division :

A- Frontal which gives :

1-Supratrochlear nerve

2-Supraorbital nerve

B. The lacrimal nerve 

C. Nasociliary nerve

1-Infratrochlear nerve

2-External nasal nerve 
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V1 Ophthalmic nerve
 

Branch Area supplied 

1- Supratrochlear -Skin of the forehead up to the 

hair line

-Skin and conjunctiva of medial 

part of upper eyelid 

2- Supraorbital -Skin of the forehead and skin of 
the scalp up to its vertex

-Skin and conjunctiva middle part 
of upper eye lid 

3- Lacrimal Skin and conjunctiva of the 
lateral part of upper eyelid

4- Infratrochlear Skin and conjunctiva of the 
medial part upper eyelid and 

adjoining part of nose
5- External Nasal Skin over dorsum of the nose 

down to its tip.

SSLIN
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V1 Ophthalmic nerve
 

Branch Area supplied 
1- Supratrochlear -Skin of the forehead up to the hair line

-Skin and conjunctiva of medial part of 

upper eyelid 

2- Supraorbital -Skin of the forehead and skin of the 
scalp up to its vertex

-Skin and conjunctiva middle part of 
upper eye lid 

3- Lacrimal Skin and conjunctiva of the lateral 
part of upper eyelid

4- Infratrochlear Skin and conjunctiva of the medial 
part upper eyelid and adjoining part 

of nose
5- External Nasal Skin over dorsum of the nose down to 

its tip.

SSLIN

DR.AHMED SALMAN



DR.AHMED SALMAN



V2 Maxillary

Branch Area supplied 
1.Zygomaticofacial Skin over the zygomatic bone

2.Zygomaticotemporal Non hairy area of the temple

3- Infraorbital(Gives 3 

branches in the face)

a. Palbebral branch → skin and 

conjunctiva lower eyelid.

b. Nasal branch →side and ala of the nose

c. Superior labial branch → upper lip
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V2 Maxillary

Branch Area supplied 
1.Zygomaticofacial Skin over the zygomatic bone

2.Zygomaticotemporal Non hairy area of the temple

3- Infraorbital(Gives 3 

branches in the face)

a. Palbebral branch → skin and 

conjunctiva lower eyelid.

b. Nasal branch →side and ala of the nose

c. Superior labial branch → upper lip
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V3 Mandibular

Branch Area supplied 
Auriculotemporal hairy area of the temple.                                

Buccal skin of the cheek, below the 

zygomatic arch
Mental Skin of the chin, lower lip.

Branches from cervical plexus 
Great auricular N : skin over the angle of the mandible 
and capsule of parotid gland 
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V3 Mandibular

Branch Area supplied 
Auriculotemporal hairy area of the temple.                                

Buccal skin of the cheek, below the 

zygomatic arch
Mental Skin of the chin, lower lip.

Branches from cervical plexus 
Great auricular N : skin over the angle of the 
mandible and capsule of parotid gland 
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Ophthalmic

Maxillary

Mandibular

Nasociliary 

Lacrimal 

supraorbital
Frontal supratrochlear

Infratrochlear

Zygomtico-temporal,   Zygomatico-facial

Infraorbital

Mental

Buccal 

Auriculotemporal

Sensory nerve supply of the face 
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Ext.Nasal

Branches from cervical 
plexus 
Great auricular N : skin over 
the angle of the mandible and 
capsule of parotid gland 



1. Infraorbital

2.  Supratrochlear 

3. Aurculotemporal

4. The infratrochlear 

5. Zygomtico-temporal

6. External nasal 

7. Buccal 

8. Lacrimal

9. Zygomatico-facial
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Blood supply of the face
The face is mainly supplied by 

1-Facial Artery 

2-Superficial temporal artery 

Both arteries are branches of  external carotid artery 
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1-Facial Artery 

v It enters the face by crossing round the base of the mandible 

at the antero-inferior angle of the masseter muscle.

v It runs upwards 1/2 inch lateral to the angle of the mouth. 

vThen, it ascends close to the side of the nose up to the medial 

angle of the eye her it named angular A.

v It ends by anastomosing with the dorsal nasal branch of the 

ophthalmic A

vThe facial A. runs a tortuous course to allow free movements of 

the mandible, cheeks and lips.  
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  Branches of facial artery in the Face :  

1. Inferior labial→ lower lip.         

2. Superior labial → upper lip.         

3. Lateral nasal → ala and dorsum of the nose.

4. Terminal angular → lacrimal sac.                                         

5. Muscular branches → adjacent muscles.
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2-Superficial temporal artery

It is a branch of external carotid artery

It emerges from upper border of parotid gland 

It ascends over the zygomatic arch 

Termination:

It divided into frontal and parietal branches

Branches 

1. Parotid branch

2. Transverse facial artery

3. Anterior auricular branches

4. Zygomatico-orbital artery

5. Middle temporal artery

6. Frontal branch

7. Parietal branch
 



Venous drainage of face and scalp

Supratrochlear and supraorbital veins unite at the medial angle of 

the eye → Ant. Facial Vein . 

Superficial temporal V. unites  with the maxillary V. within parotid 

gland to form → retromandibular V. (post. Facial V.) which divides 

into 2 branches;  anterior and posterior.

- The anterior branch of retromandibular vein unites with the 

anterior facial vein → common facial V. which drained into 

internal Jugular vein 

- The posterior branch of retromandibular V. unites with posterior 

auricular V., to form external jugular V. which descends to join the 

subclavian vein.
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Supratrochlear V Supratrochlear V

Ant. Facial Vein 

Superficial 
temporal V. Maxillary V. 

Retromandibular V. 

AP

Common facial V. 

Internal Jugular vein 

posterior auricular 

External Jugular vein 
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The veins of face are connected to the cavernous sinus through 2 

routes : 

Direct route : a communication between facial vein and superior ophthalmic 

vein which drains to cavernous sinus.

Indirect route : facial vein is connected to pterygoid venous plexus by deep 

facial vein. The pterygoid venous plexus is connected to cavernous sinus by 

emissary veins.
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Dangerous area of the face :

  It is a triangular area includes nose and upper lip. 

Infections in this triangular area will lead to cavernous sinus thrombosis. 
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External jugular vein canulation Central Venous Pressure canula 
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Lymph Drainage  of  the  Face   

- The area of the face lateral to the facial vessels is drained to the parotid 

lymph nodes.

- The area medial to the facial vessels is drained to the submandibular 

lymph nodes EXCEPT the central parts of the lower lip and the chin, which 

drain to the submental lymph nodes
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Superficial temporal 
artery Pulse  

Facial artery Pulse External carotid artery Pulse 

How to feel pulse in face arteries 
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